
welcome to austin!
!

MONICA HAMPTON, REALTOR® 
monicahampton@realtyaustin.com | 512.698.4647
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HOW MOVING TO 
AUSTIN IS JUST 
LIKE ONE OF YOUR 
FAVORITE BOARD 
GAMES… 
Austin has the 

GEOGRAPHY, 
ENTERTAINMENT,  
HISTORY,  
ARTS & LITERATURE,  
SCIENCE & NATURE and  
SPORTS & LEISURE  

categories nailed! 

All game puns aside, the greater Austin Metro 
area is truly unique, offering more positive line 
items on the benefit analysis than any other city 
in the U.S. Yes, that’s a bold statement, but it's 
true! Hear me out… 
You'll find something for every taste, talent, 
need and preference in Austin. From a quality 
of life that’s second-to-none, along with oodles 
of family-friendly activities, to a buzzing 
entrepreneurial, tech and entertainment scene, 
every kind of cultural or sports event 
imaginable, and so much MORE, AUSTIN IS 
A GREAT PLACE TO CALL HOME.  

Our schools are highly rated, our business 
climate is über friendly and our forward-thinking 
mindset brings together some of the most 
talented collaborators across the globe. But 
enough bragging,  
LET ME SHOW YOU WHY…
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TRIVIAL PURSUIT CATEGORY WEDGE 1: 
GEOGRAPHY + AUSTIN 

Geographically, Austin is smack-dab in the middle of Texas. The younger sibling to Dallas (to the 
north) and Houston (to the southeast), Austin is distinct, both in geography and personality. It’s 
where the Colorado River rambles across the Balcones Escarpment, dividing the western Texas 
Hill Country from the black-land prairies and agricultural land to the east. As it swathes through 
the heart of Downtown Austin, the Colorado River lends itself to a landscape of man-made lakes 
spanning more than 100 miles, the most famous of which is Ladybird Lake, named in honor of 
Lady Bird Johnson. Austin’s backdrop breaks any Texas stereotypes, its majestic limestone cliff 
formations largely reminiscent of the Hollywood Hills. 

Just like the city’s reputation, the climate in Austin is mild and slightly unusual. When the 
Fahrenheit dips into the 60s, Austinites, along with Texans in general, pull out winter coats and 
fancy scarves. Spring and Fall are most temperate, with temps vacillating between the 70s and 
low 90s. July and August are traditionally the hottest months, a period where residents tend to hop 
from air conditioner to air conditioner while high temps hover in the mid 90s. Winters, 
comparatively speaking, are mild. The average high in January is 62 degrees F, while the average 
low is 42.

G      WHAT RIVER RUNS THROUGH THE HEART OF AUSTIN?

http://www.austintexas.gov/
Lora Kaasch
©Agent Operations
agentoperationstx.com

http://www.texashillcountry.com/
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TRIVIAL PURSUIT CATEGORY WEDGE 2: 
ENTERTAINMENT + AUSTIN 

Entertainment and Austin go together like gluten-free bread and butter. 

All kidding aside, Austin is arguably the entertainment capital of Texas. From legendary festivals 
like South by Southwest (SXSW) and Austin City Limits Festival (ACL), along with so many 
more, Austin earned the legit nickname of the “Music Capital of the World.” For over three 
decades, the PBS show Austin City Limits, showcasing pinnacles of the American music scene, 
was filmed and produced on the University of Texas campus Downtown. ACL Live at the Moody 
Theater is now a destination for some of the hottest acts across the country, along with impromptu 
visits from music royalty who happen to call Austin home. 

Bustling 6th Street is a renowned hub for all types of entertainment - pub, music and culinary. 
Thriving Congress Avenue boasts some of the most eclectic and high-fashion destinations in the 
city, happily coexisting. It’s the beauty of Austin. It’s the beauty of “Keep Austin Weird,” everyone 
gets along. 

Austin boasts a robust television and film-making repertoire, helping young local talent to grow into 
big-time producers, actors and directors.

E      WHAT DOES SXSW STAND FOR?

http://www.austintexas.org/visit/events/
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TRIVIAL PURSUIT CATEGORY WEDGE 3: 
HISTORY + AUSTIN 

!
Austin, the state capital of Texas, is rich with HISTORY, but one of the most remarkable facets is 
the palpable sensation that the people here are writing history. The entrepreneurial spirit is a local 
heartbeat that can truly be felt, while the innovative tech industry continues to make ground-
breaking strides in its respective arena. 

We’re cutting edge. No task is too big and no start-up is too small. No dream is ridiculous and the 
only person who’s stopping you is you. There’s this overwhelming feeling of “do what you love;” it 
seems to seep from every pore in the city, so much so that one of Austin’s own started the 
worldwide #besomebody movement, a platform where young and mature, alike, are encouraged 
to follow their passion, to do what they love. 

Also known for its thriving business-friendly environment, Austin’s founders and nurturers have 
worked hard to preserve that legacy. Hundreds relocate their businesses to the Austin area each 
year, making use of tax advantages, high quality of life and reasonable cost of living. 

H      WHAT IS THE STATE CAPITAL OF TEXAS?

http://besomebodyblog.com/
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TRIVIAL PURSUIT CATEGORY WEDGE 4: 
ARTS & LITERATURE + AUSTIN 

!
Austin’s longstanding creative community fuels a passion for the arts, literature and all things 
cultural. The Jack S. Blanton Museum of Art at the University of Texas at Austin is the 
epicenter of art in the area, housing more than 17,000 works of art in a 180,000 square-foot, two 
building complex. 

A host of public museums and private galleries call Austin home, including the Thinkery (the new 
Austin Children’s Museum), the Umlauf Sculpture Garden and Museum, Austin Nature and 
Science Center, Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum, LBJ Library and Museum and the 
Mexican-American Cultural Center. 

High culture offerings in Austin include the Austin Symphony, Ballet Austin and Austin Lyric 
Opera, along with ongoing music, dance and theatre performances at the Frank Erwin Center 
and UT’s Performing Arts Center/Bass Concert Hall. 

Love ARTS & LITERATURE? You’ll feel right at home in AUSTIN.

AL      HOW BIG IS THE JACK S. BLANTON MUSEUM OF ART?

http://blantonmuseum.org/
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TRIVIAL PURSUIT CATEGORY WEDGE 5: 
SCIENCE & NATURE + AUSTIN 

Austin’s science culture translates into TECH. Texas is the second-largest “cyberstate” in terms of 
total technology employment, trailing only California. Austin ranked first among the country’s 200 
largest metropolitan areas on the Milken Institute’s Best Performing Cities list, which ranks cities 
according to metrics such as job creation, salary and technology growth. 

Round Rock, a city 20 minutes north of Austin (considered within the Metro area) is proving to be 
an emerging bio-medical corridor, equipped with an array of biotech manufacturing companies, 
higher education facilities and cooperative healthcare facilities. 

The move to “keep AUSTIN green” is nearly as powerful and pervasive as the well-known 
advertising slogan “Keep Austin Weird,” where the average Austinite’s commitment to the 
environment chalks at the top of the “to do” list. 

Amid all this SCIENCE (and more), Austin manages to temper its tech roots with an unending 
love for NATURE. Fitness is no longer an indoor or solitary sport. Runners take to the trails 
Downtown and all around, and few do it alone. Meet Up groups are the rave of our social city, and 
they’re not just for fitness, but for all kinds of hobbies and interests. It’s just one more way we all fit 
in here.

SN     TEXAS IS THE SECOND LARGEST CYBER_______.

http://www.best-cities.org/bestcities.taf?rankyear=2013&type=large-cities&metro=MAUS
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http://www.roundrocktexas.gov/
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TRIVIAL PURSUIT CATEGORY WEDGE 6: 
SPORTS & LEISURE + AUSTIN 

!
SPORTS & LEISURE are synonymous with Austin culture. Located smack-dab Downtown, the 
legendary University of Texas Longhorns pack a 100,000+ football stadium on home game 
weekends, ushering in an estimated 40,000 out-of-town fans in a single Saturday. Hockey gurus 
get their fix with the AHL Texas Stars Hockey Team (title winners for the 2013-14 season), based 
out of Cedar Park, just minutes up the road. The new kid on the block is one of the manmade 
wonders of the U.S.: Circuit of the Americas (COTA), home to Formula One, Moto GP, The X 
Games, RedFest and the Austin 360 Amphitheater, just to name a few. 

Leisure is part of life, and the heartbeat of Austin encourages a work-life balance, echoing the 
mantra: work hard, play hard. Many spend time on outdoor activities like running, wake boarding, 
kayaking, camping and hiking, while others spend time on more culture-centric activities like the 
arts, local culinary indulgences or the ever-active music scene. 

Whatever floats your leisure boat, AUSTIN will fit the bill.

SL    WHAT DOES COTA STAND FOR?

http://texassports.com/
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http://www.texasstarshockey.com/
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BUY VERSUS RENT 
COMPARISON 
Our secret is out… Austin has consistently ranked among the top 10 relocation 
hubs in the United States for several years. In fact, each day brings more than 
100 new faces to Austin. A question I often receive is: “Should I buy or rent?” The 
answer varies, depending on your situation and your short- and long-term goals. 

You’ve probably heard, but the real estate sales in Austin have been hot for quite 
some time… But that’s not the only market moving at a quick clip. Rentals are 
priced at a premium here, too. High demand typically equals rising rents, and 
Austin is no exception. Both markets are highly competitive, which is why it’s 
important to hire someone you trust to help you through the process. 

As a Realtor®, I have access to the newest and best lease and sale listings, 
quickly getting you to the front of the line. 

Still curious about the financial breakdown in your particular case? I’m including 
my two favorite buy versus rent calculators: one is very detailed, and the other is 
more of a “snapshot.” Take a peek: 

Detailed version: NY Times Buy-Rent Calculator 

Snapshot version: National Association of Realtors Rent or Buy Calculator

Does it make 
sense to buy or 
rent, given your 

goals and vision?!
Monica can help 
you with either!

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/upshot/buy-rent-calculator.html?_r=1&abt=0002&abg=1
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WHY USE A REALTOR®:  
5 SIMPLE REASONS 

Real estate is a big deal. For most, a home is the most expensive purchase we 
make in a lifetime. It’s a serious transaction with significant financial and quality of 
life consequences. Having proper representation is crucial, and a Realtor® can 
help. 

Fiduciary responsibility.!

When you work with a Realtor®, their responsibility is to protect your interests at all times. That 
means you have a professional who is always looking out for your best financial interests - agents 
are contractually bound to do everything in their power to protect you. In addition, we adhere to a 
strict Code of Ethics.  

Complex, ever-changing real estate regulations.!

Buying or selling home is not a simple transaction. Every home is different and laws change yearly, 
varying widely from state to state. Realtors® are immersed in real estate and we must stay current 
on regulations, laws, contracts and best practices. 

Help find the right home, beyond square footage and bedrooms.!

Beginning a home search online is a great way to get started, but when it's time to buy, it's 
important to have a full-time real estate professional guide you through the idiosyncrasies of the 
purchase. Agents live and breathe real estate and we are often able to share information about a 
home that you wouldn’t otherwise have known. 

Pricing and selling a home correctly.!

While it seems easy to use online data tools to price your home before listing it for sale, consider 
this: online estimates can be off by as much as 35 percent, and online tax data can be as old as 
6-12 months. Realtors® know and have access to the freshest, most real-time data and we can 
maximize your nest egg. 

Contracts and negotiations.!

The thrill of the chase is just that - a thrill. But when you get down to the nitty-gritty contract, you’ll 
be thankful to have someone in your corner to navigate the complex documents. But it's goes far 
deeper, with far-reaching financial implications: your agent is your advocate in sometimes-tense 
negotiations. We are put in place to get you the best value on your purchase; we’re here to get the 
most money your home will bear in the current market. 

Have questions?!

Call or email me anytime:  
p: 512.698.4647 
e: monicahampton@realtyaustin.com

http://www.realtor.org/mempolweb.nsf/pages/code
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WHO IS MONICA? 
MONICA HAMPTON, founder of the Hampton Team at Realty Austin, has proudly called Austin “home” for over two 
decades. A sixth generation Texan, she holds a BBA in Marketing from St. Edward’s University (summa cum laude) and 
worked in corporate America for 11 years. Monica’s vast real estate experience within the Austin area marketplace, 
unique knowledge of the corporate and entrepreneurial worlds, transactional wisdom and devotion to her clients quickly 
propelled her to a multi-million dollar agent. In November 2013, Monica was featured on HGTV’s House Hunters where 
she seamlessly united a client with her respective dream home in front of a national audience. 

Monica is a strong client advocate and serves with utmost professionalism, always considering the needs, 
preferences and circumstances of her clients. She works closely with her clients to determine the highest and 
best plan of action, always mindful of their needs and ultimate goals. From first-time homebuyers to high-end 
luxury clients and everyone in between, Monica’s unique skill set allows her to expertly assess and deliver on 
the needs of her clients. 

Monica actively reaches out to those within the TECH INDUSTRY looking to relocate to the Austin area, working closely 
with their families and companies to ensure a smooth transition. She works diligently to protect the equity that her seller 
clients have built through the years, protecting their interests and garnering the highest prices a market will bear. Monica 
nurtures the relationships with her buyer clients, carefully considering the proximity of a prospective new home to 
schools, work and amenities, while also working to match important lifestyle factors to client preferences. She is a tough 
negotiator and works tirelessly to obtain the best value for her buyers. Monica is highly regarded by her previous clients 
and extensive sphere of influence, with much of her business coming by referral from this network. Her thoughtfulness, 
attention to detail, caring demeanor, resourcefulness and deep knowledge of the Austin real estate market enable her to 
protect the interests of her clients, above all else, at all times. 

Monica is happily married to her husband, Raby (also her business partner at Realty Austin), and has a smart, sassy 
daughter, Keira. She enjoys spending time with her family, cooking, camping, reading, traveling and enjoying a glass of 

wine (or two). Monica believes in LOVING THE LIFE YOU LIVE, making life the best it can be, and taking 
pleasure in every moment along the way. She lives by the mantra: work hard, play hard and laugh until your cheeks hurt. 

Discover why so many trust Monica to navigate their real estate transaction. 
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE SHE DELIVERS.
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How to get your 
home search 

started:

MONICA HAMPTON 
REALTY AUSTIN 
Call or email me for a free, no obligation relocation 
consultation or to request more information on why 
Austin is one of the very best places to call HOME!!

p: 512.698.4647 

e: monicahampton@realtyaustin.com 

Visit my website. 

My office location: 
10526 W Parmer Ln #425 
Austin, TX 78717

mailto:monicahampton@realtyaustin.com
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helping you feel right at home 
!

Monica Hampton, REALTOR®, Realty Austin!
monicahampton@realtyaustin.com | 512.698.4647!

10526 Parmer Lane #425, ATX
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